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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

This Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (Phase I ESA) of the property identified as Rancho Harvest 

located at 1429 South Blosser Road, 1441 South Blosser Road, 1225 La Brea Avenue, and 1227 La Brea 

Avenue in the City of Santa Maria, California (the Site) was performed by Haro Environmental in 

conjunction with SWCA Environmental Consultants (SWCA) for the City of Santa Maria Community 

Development Department (SMCDD).  Haro Environmental performed this Phase I ESA consistent with the 

American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) Practice E-1527-13, Standard Practice for 

Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process (ASTM Standard).  

Exceptions to, or deletions from, this practice are described in this report. 

 

The purpose of this assessment was to identify known, potential or historic recognized environmental 

conditions (RECs) resulting from historic and/or current uses of hazardous substances or petroleum 

products at the Site.  We understand SMCDD is considering a request to rezone the Site, and is interested 

in identifying environmental concerns associated with the Site.  The findings of this environmental 

assessment are based on Haro Environmental’s knowledge of the Site from observations and information 

gathered during this Phase I ESA. 

 

The Site is an approximately 6.75-acre property currently used for a retail plumbing supply company, 

offices, storage, and agricultural farm equipment maintenance and repair.  Access to the Site is provided by 

private driveways off South Blosser Road and La Brea Avenue.  The Site is currently developed with five 

structures and has been designated Santa Barbara County Assessor’s Parcel Numbers 117-240-024 and  

-025. 

 

The subject Site is comprised of multiple addresses including 1429 & 1441 South Blosser Road, and 1227 

& 1225 La Brea Avenue; and several historic address including 1435A, 1437A, 1437, 1445, 1445, and 1475 

South Blosser Road.  Results of the regulatory agency database search performed by the Environmental 

Data Resources Corporation (EDR) indicate three of these addresses were listed in the databases searched 

including 1429 and 1441 South Blosser Road; and one former Site address of 1439 South Blosser Road.  

The following summarizes the database and public agency information: 

 

 The Site with an address of 1429 South Blosser Road was listed as Rancho Harvest (property 

owner), Rancho Nuevo Harvesting Inc. (property and equipment lessee), Viker Tractor Company 

Inc., and John P Donovan Construction Company.  Rancho Harvest and Viker Tractor Company 

were listed in databases suggesting potential environmental concerns and include:  
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o Rancho Harvest is listed in the FINDS, ECHO, HWTS, CERS HAZ WASTE, HAZNET, 

RCRA NONGEN/NLR, and Santa Barbara CUPA Listings.  Rancho Harvest is listed as a 

general automotive repair business.  In the CERS HAZ WASTE and HAZNET database 

listings, this property was listed as a hazardous waste generator of: other organic solids, 

unspecified organic liquid mixture, unspecified oil-containing waste, hydrocarbon solvents 

(benzene, hexane, Stoddard, Etc.), and aqueous solution with <10% total organic residues, 

in the years 1998 through 2017.  The facility was listed in the RCRA NONGEN/NLR 

database as a handler/non-generator of hazardous waste with no violations.  Based on the 

lack of violations, the likelihood of significant contamination from this business appears to 

be low. 

 

o Viker Tractor Company Inc. is listed in the HIST UST database.  The Hist UST database 

list the Viker Tractor Company Inc. as a gas station.  Records indicate two USTs were 

installed in 1979 including one 1,000-gallon for gasoline and one 1,000-gallon for diesel 

fuel.  Records obtained from the SMCDD and from the Santa Barbara County 

Environmental Health Services (CSBEHS) indicate the tanks were located south of the 

building and removed in 1988.  No environmental data and no case closure information 

was included in the records reviewed during preparation of this Phase I ESA. 

 

 The Site with an address of 1441 South Blosser Road was listed as Cal Maria Engines & Equipment, 

1X Cal Maria Engines & Equipment, Betteranda Farms (Betteravia Farms), and Jesse Manricquez 

in the databases searched by EDR.  Cal Maria Engines & Equipment was listed in the HIST UST, 

Santa Barbara CUPA LISTINGS, HWTS, HAZNET, RCRA-SQG, FINDS and ECHO databases.  

Records indicate between 1982 and 2001, Cal-Maria Engines & Equipment (Cal Maria) conducted 

industrial engine and equipment repairs onsite and utilized various hazardous materials including: 

other organic solids, unspecified organic liquid mixture, unspecified oil-containing waste, 

hydrocarbon solvents (benzene, hexane, Stoddard, Etc.), aqueous solution with <10% total organic 

residues, and contaminated soil (derived from site clean-up).  The HIST UST and Santa Barbara 

CUPA LISTINGS database identifies the historic location of two USTs.  A Geotracker reference 

lists these tanks as “one 500-gallon waste oil UST and one 3,000 unleaded fuel UST since at least 

since 1985.”  Permit files indicate the USTs were removed in 1988.  In addition, a below-grade 

two-stage clarifier (unknown volume and installation date) is depicted in the central portion of the 

subject property near the center of the parking/driveway area.  The current tenant, Streator Pipe & 

Supply, does not reportedly utilize the onsite clarifier.  In February 2015, a Phase I conducted by 
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Anderson Environmental (Anderson) for the 1441 South Blosser Property and noted the following 

findings: 

 

 “In 1988, a correspondence from the Santa Barbara County Health Care Services 

requested that contaminated soil around the wash area (assumed to be in vicinity 

of the clarifier) must be removed as hazardous waste. No records or additional 

information was available confirming that this was completed.” 

 

 “Following the removal of the two USTs, two soil samples were reportedly 

collected from the vicinity of the former USTs (one sample from each location). 

Analysis of the soil samples revealed low to non-detect concentrations of total 

petroleum hydrocarbons and fuel oxygenates. No soil data or closure letter was 

available from any of the available records.” 

 

 “According to a Santa Maria Fire Department (SMFD) hazardous materials 

incident report dated June 26, 2014, contaminated soils suspected to contain 

volatile organic compounds (VOCs; based on odors) were encountered during soil 

remediation activities for a reported “old fuel and chemical facility” at the Streator 

Pipe & Supply property. According to a representative from Streator Pipe & 

Supply, the western portion of the subject property was recently paved and that 

soils had been sampled during this time.  This western portion of the Streator 

facility is approximately west of the former UST locations. A representative from 

the SMFD indicated that regulatory oversight for the soil remediation would be 

conducted by the SBCPHD.” 

 

 “The former operations of the occupant Cal-Maria Engines & Equipment Inc. 

which included fueling and engine repair operations, documented hydrocarbon 

solvent usage, and clarifier represent a recognized environmental condition for 

the subject property”. 

 

In April 2015, a Phase II investigation was conducted by Groundwater Solutions, Inc. at 1441 South 

Blosser Road.  The investigation included a geophysical survey, soil sampling, and soil gas 

sampling from two borings completed near the former USTs locations.  The findings indicated TPH 

(range C6-C44), VOCs, LUFT metals were not detected in soil at concentrations exceeding Office 

of Environmental Health Hazard (OEHHA) screening levels at the time, and detected soil gas VOC 

concentrations were below the California OEHHA (2010) Table 3 – Soil -Gas Screening Numbers 
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for Volatile Chemicals Below Buildings Constructed Without Engineered Fill Below Sub-Slab 

Gravel.  Of note, concentrations of tetrachloroethene (PCE) were detected in both soil gas samples 

at a maximum concentration of 160 micrograms per cubic meter (µg/m3).  The current 

Environmental Screening Level for PCE in soil gas under commercial land use scenarios published 

by the San Francisco Regional Water Quality Control Board and typically accepted by the other 

regional boards is 67 µg/m3. 

 

Jesse Manricquez was listed in the HWTS and HAZNET databases.  Jesse Manricquez was listed 

in the HWTS database with no significant information and in the HAZNET database was identified 

as a generator of contaminated soil for site clean-up in 2002.  Mr. Manriquez, current property 

owner, was interviewed and indicated the soil removal was in response to soil contaminated in an 

area of radiator storage.  Mr. Manriquez indicated there was a report documenting the removal 

action; however, he was unable to locate the report.  Because of the lack of data, and the lack of 

documented regulatory oversight, the incomplete removal of contaminated soil from the Site could 

pose an environmental threat to the Site. 

 

Several nearby facilities were listed in the databases searched; however, based on the distance from the 

Site, on the topographic position relative to the Site (i.e., at a lower elevation), the nature of the listings 

(non-release site or site with no violations), or Case Closed status, most of these nearby listed properties 

would not be expected to pose an environmental concern to the Site.  On site, J.R. Simplot, Western 

Refrigeration at 1315 South Blosser Road, could pose an environmental concern to the Site.  J.R. Simplot, 

Western Refrigeration is listed in the LUST, CORTESE, and CERS databases.  The LUST database lists 

the property as the location of a gasoline release from a 1,000-gallon UST that was discovered in June 1995.  

Because of the former presence of USTs at the Site, files maintained on the Central Coast Regional Water 

Quality Control Board (CCRWQCB) Geotracker website were reviewed.  Reportedly, three USTs were 

formerly located at this facility including two 12,000-gallon diesel USTs and one 1,000-gallon unleaded 

gasoline UST (closest UST to the Site; located approximately 175 feet north of the Site).  The USTs were 

removed in May 1988 and soil samples were collected and analyzed; however, the analytical data were not 

available.  Hydrocarbon odors were reported in soils under the gasoline tank and were confirmed by lab 

analysis.  Over excavation was performed and sidewall soil samples indicated non-detect levels of gasoline 

and BTEX.  A remedial action plan was implemented in 1997 and included the installation of three soil 

vapor extraction wells and four vent wells to facilitate soil vapor extraction.  Between October and 

December 1997, a soil vapor extraction unit was run nearly continuously and approximately 300 gallons of 

gasoline were removed from the subsurface.   The case was closed by the RWQCB on March 31, 1998.  In 

May 1999, A Phase II was conducted that included the advancement of four soil borings in the vicinity of 

the former USTs.  Soil samples were collected at 12 and 20 feet bgs.  Results indicated gasoline, BTEX, 
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and MTBE were not detected in all soils collected near the former USTs, including from two soil samples 

collected near the former gasoline UST closest to the Site.  Based on the case closed status, the anticipated 

depth to groundwater at the Site, and the non-detect results for gasoline, BTEX, and MTBE in soil samples 

collected from the former UST nearest to the Site, the former presence of USTs at the Simplot facility 

would not be expected to pose a significant environmental concern to soil, soil vapor, and/or groundwater 

beneath the Site. 

 

A review of historic aerial photographs, topographic maps, Sanborn® fire insurance maps, and historic city 

directories listings show the Site was planted with orchards in at least 1938, in agricultural production until 

at least 1963 when aerial photos and directory listings indicate the Site was developed with several of the 

present day buildings.  The following is a summary of the buildings and businesses associated with the Site. 

 

 1429 South Blosser Road:  In 1963, a warehouse was built in the northeast portion of the Site.  In 

1966, a structure appears in the northwest portion of the Site.  In 1978, an office building was added 

to the warehouse.  In 1985, Viker Tractor occupied the property.  By 1995, a construction company 

(Donovan Construction) operated at the property.  Between 2000 and 2005, a labor business 

occupied the site (Sun Devil’s Labor Controllers).  Between approximately 1982 and 2001, Rancho 

Harvest was also listed as the occupant. 

 

 1441 South Blosser Road:  In 1966, an office/retail/warehouse building and an attached, large 

storage shed first appeared along the center, eastern boundary of the Site.  Between 1966 and 1976, 

the property was occupied by a lumber yard (Kirk Lumber Company), construction supply retailer 

(Sunset Builders Supply), and an equipment retailer (J&S Equipment Sales Inc.).  Between 1982 

and 2001, Cal-Maria Engines & Equipment conducted industrial engine and equipment repairs 

onsite, reportedly utilizing various hazardous materials.  Between 2003 and 2013, Streator Pipe & 

Supply occupied the site.  Tate Electric Inc., an electrical contractor, has reportedly occupied the 

southwest corner of the site for approximately 40 years until approximately 2015.  Beginning in 

2017, Tate Electric Inc. was listed at 1225 La Brea Avenue. 

 

 1225 La Brea Avenue:  In 2012, the present day office building appeared along the southwest corner 

of the Site and was occupied by Jesse Manriquez. 

 

 1227 La Brea Avenue:  By at least 1967, an L-shaped building appeared along the center of the 

western property boundary of the Site, south of the old shop building.  By 2012, the L-shaped 

building no longer appeared and in 2013 a new U-shaped building (new shop building) appeared. 
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A reconnaissance of the Site was conducted by a Haro Environmental representative on December 3, 2020.  

During the reconnaissance, Haro Environmental did observe hazardous materials and petroleum 

hydrocarbons as follows: 

 
 

 1429 South Blosser Road:  A hazardous waste storage area is located along the northern exterior 

portion of the building.  The material stored includes waste oil and used oil filters.  One 

approximately 500-gallon above-ground storage tank for used oil was observed situated on concrete 

adjacent to two 55-gallon drums.  Staining of the concrete in the area of the waste oil storage was 

observed.  Eight 55-gallon drums were observed stored within a storage shed.  The drums appeared 

to contain used motor oil and used oil filters.  All but one of the drums was observed stored on 

secondary containment.  Staining of the concrete surface in the area of the oil storage was observed. 

 

 1441 South Blosser Road:  Retail quantities of paints, lubricants, and drain cleaners were observed 

on the retail floor space of the Streator Pipe and Supply business. 

 

 1225 La Brea Avenue:  Household quantities of cleaners were observed in the restroom. 

 

 1227 La Brea Avenue:  Various chemicals in support of the equipment and machinery repair and 

maintenance were observed at several locations within the buildings.  The chemicals included 

paints, cleaners, and lubricants, new and used motor oil, solvents, parts cleaners, antifreeze, and 

small quantities of gasoline and diesel fuel.  The chemicals were either stored within hazardous 

materials cabinets or on concrete.  Chemicals were not observed stored on bare soil.  Although 

minor staining of the concrete surfaces were observed within the shop buildings, no significant 

spills or releases were noted, and no evidence of past significant spills or releases were noted in the 

vicinity of the chemical storage areas.   

 

Based on the data gathered and reviewed during this Phase I ESA, Haro Environmental did not identify 

recognized environmental conditions or concerns that have impacted, or pose a significant environmental 

threat to subsurface soil, soil vapor, or groundwater beneath the Site with the exception of: 

 

 The presence of an approximately 500-gallon AST and various 55-gallon drums used to store used 

motor oil in and adjacent to a hazardous material storage area north of the building at 1429 South 

Blosser Road.  Although staining of the concrete surfaces were observed in the area of the used 

motor oil storage, no significant spills or releases were noted, and no evidence of past significant 
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spills or releases were noted in the vicinity of the chemical storage areas.  Building materials in the 

area should be pressure washed and the rinsate disposed of in accordance with applicable rules and 

regulations, or the building materials should be tested and disposed of in accordance with applicable 

rules and regulations if elevated concentrations of chemicals are detected. 

 

Based on the findings of this Phase I ESA, Haro Environmental provides the following potential 

environmental conditions to note: 

 

 The historic use of the 1429 South Blosser Road property by Viker Tractor for a gas station and 

associated USTs.  Two USTs consisting of one 1,000-gallon for gasoline and one 1,000-gallon for 

diesel fuel were reportedly installed in 1979 and removed under permit in 1988.  Based on the lack 

of soil analytical data from the UST removals and because no closure letter or agency oversight 

documentation was obtained during preparation of this Phase I ESA, there is a potential for a release 

from these USTs to have negatively impacted soil, soil vapor, and/or groundwater beneath the Site.  

Based on the anticipated depth to groundwater in this area of greater than 200 feet bgs, the 

likelihood for significant impacts to groundwater from these former USTs is expected to be low.  

To address the potential for residual contamination, soil and soil vapor testing is recommended in 

the area of the former USTs. 

 

 The historic use of the 1441 South Blosser Road property by Cal-Maria Engines & Equipment Inc. 

and their operations that included industrial engine and equipment repairs as well as hydrocarbon 

solvent usage, the presence of a clarifier, and two USTs consisting of one 3,000-gallon for gasoline 

and one 500-gallon for waste oil.  The installation dates of the USTs were not reported in the records 

searched as part of this Phase I ESA; however, records indicate the USTs were removed under 

permit in 1988.  Based on the lack of soil analytical data from the UST removals and because no 

closure letter or agency oversight documentation was obtained during preparation of this Phase I 

ESA, there is a potential for a release from these USTs to have negatively impacted soil, soil vapor, 

and/or groundwater beneath the Site.  Based on the anticipated depth to groundwater in this area of 

greater than 200 feet bgs, the likelihood for significant impacts to groundwater from these former 

USTs is expected to be low.  A Phase II consisting of soil and soil vapor sampling from two 

locations was previously performed in the vicinity of the former USTs.  The Phase II findings 

indicated TPH and VOCs were not detected in soil samples collected between 5 and 15 feet bgs, 

and tetrachloroethene (PCE) was detected in both soil vapor samples at a maximum concentration 

of 160 micrograms per cubic meter (µg/m3).  Based on the historic use of the Site for engine repair 

and fuel storage, additional soil and soil vapor sampling is recommended to confirm the results of 

the previous soil vapor testing and also targeting other possible release areas associated with 

historic operational areas of Cal-Maria Engines & Equipment Inc. 
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 Jesse Manricquez was listed in the HWTS and HAZNET databases as a generator of 1.2 tons of 

contaminated soil for site clean-up in 2001 that was disposed offsite at a landfill (GEN EPA ID 

CAC002425215).  The source and location of the contaminated soil is undetermined.  Mr. 

Manriquez indicated the contaminated soil was associated with an area where radiators were stored; 

however, he was unable to locate the report associated with the work and no documentation of 

regulatory closure was found in the records reviewed.  Therefore, the area of the contaminated soil 

removal should be determined and a follow up soil investigation performed to confirm the 

contaminated soil was removed to current regulatory thresholds. 

 A June 26, 2014 incident reported at 1441 South Blosser Road where the SMFD observed 

“contaminated soils suspected to contain volatile organic compounds (based on odors) were 

encountered during soil remediation activities for a reported “old fuel and chemical facility” at the 

Streator Pipe & Supply property.”  This release record was reported by Andersen Environmental 

in their 2015 Phase I ESA; however, Haro Environmental was unable to locate these records during 

preparation of this Phase I ESA.  Because of the lack of documentation regarding soil sampling in 

this area, additional environmental testing in the area of reported soil contamination is 

recommended. 
 

 A railroad is present to the north of the Site.  Railroads can be sources of releases of hazardous 

materials to the environmental through application of vegetation control chemicals and possible 

spills of railcar contents.  Therefore, Haro Environmental recommends testing soils in the vicinity 

of the railroad for TPH, metals, polyaromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), and chlorinated herbicides. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

This Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (Phase I ESA) of the property identified as Rancho Harvest 

with addresses of 1225 & 1227 La Brea Avenue and 1429 & 1441 South Blosser Road in the City of Santa 

Maria, California (the Site) was performed by Haro Environmental in conjunction with SWCA 

Environmental Consultants (SWCA) for the City of Santa Maria Community Development Department 

(SMCDD).  A site vicinity map is provided on Plate 1.  Haro Environmental performed this Phase I ESA 

consistent with the American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) Practice E-1527-13, Standard 

Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process (ASTM 

Standard).  Exceptions to, or deletions from, this practice are described in Section 7.0 this report. 

 

 

1.1 PURPOSE 

This Phase I ESA was conducted in an effort to identify known, potential or historic recognized 

environmental conditions (RECs) resulting from historic and/or current uses of the Site.  We understand 

this information will be used to assess the Site for potential environmental concerns prior to rezoning of the 

property.  The ASTM Standard defines a REC as: 

 

“The presence or likely presence of any hazardous substances or petroleum products in, on, or at a 

property: (1) due to any release to the environment; (2) under conditions indicative of a release to 

the environment; or (3) under conditions that pose a material threat of a future release to the 

environment.” The term includes hazardous substances or petroleum products even under 

conditions in compliance with laws.  The term is not intended to include de minimis conditions that 

generally do not present a threat to human health or the environment and that generally would not 

be the subject of an enforcement action if brought to the attention of appropriate governmental 

agencies. Conditions determined to be de minimis are not recognized environmental conditions” 

 

The ASTM Standard defines a historical REC as: 

 

“An environmental condition which in the past would have been considered a recognized 

environmental condition, but which may or may not be considered a recognized environmental 

condition currently.”  For example, a historical REC could be identified if a past release of any 

hazardous substances or petroleum products has occurred in connection with the property and has 
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been remediated to the satisfaction of the lead regulatory agency as evidenced by a no further action 

letter or a case closure determination. 

 

At the request of the City of Santa Maria, whom we understand is considering rezoning the Site, Haro 

Environmental has completed this Phase I ESA.  This report is subject to the limitations presented in this 

Phase I ESA report. 

 

This report describes Haro Environmental’s assessment methodology, presents our findings, and provides 

our opinion as to the potential presence of RECs in connection with the Site. 

 

 

1.2 SCOPE OF SERVICES 

The scope of services conducted for this study included the following tasks:  

 

 Perform an on-site reconnaissance to identify indicators of the existence of hazardous materials or 

petroleum products.   

 

 Observe adjacent or nearby properties from the Site and public thoroughfares in an attempt to see 

if such properties are likely to use, store, generate, or dispose of hazardous materials or petroleum 

products.  

 

 Obtain and review an environmental records database search from Environmental Data Resources, 

Inc. (EDR) to acquire information about the potential for hazardous materials to exist at on-site or 

at nearby properties. 

 

 Review the current U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) topographic map to obtain information about 

topography and uses of the Site and nearby properties.  

 

 Review historic aerial photographs, topographic maps, and city directories listings to obtain 

information about historic uses of the Site and adjacent properties. 

 

 Review California Division of Oil and Gas records to obtain information about historic oil and gas 

activity in the vicinity of the Site.   
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 Conduct interviews with persons familiar with the Site development and local and/or State 

government agencies to obtain information about current and historic uses of the property. 

 

 Prepare this report documenting the findings of the Phase I study. 

 

Our scope of services did not include any inquiries with respect to non-scope ASTM considerations 

including but not limited to asbestos containing materials, radon gas, lead-based paint, lead in drinking 

water, mold, wetlands, regulatory compliance, cultural and historic resources, industrial hygiene, health 

and safety, ecological resources, endangered species, indoor air quality, electromagnetic fields or geologic 

hazards. 
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2.0 SITE SETTING 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

The Site setting presented in this section describes the condition of the Site at the time of the Phase I ESA.  

Tables 2-1 and 2-2 summarize the physical characteristics of the Site and adjoining properties.  A Site and 

Adjacent Land Use Map is provided on Plate 2. 

 

 

2.1 SITE DESCRIPTION 

Table 2-1 provides a summary of the physical location and size of the Site, as well as the current uses.  This 

information was obtained from review of various maps (such as topographic maps and tax assessor maps), 

aerial photographs, and a site visit.  Additional site description information was obtained during the site 

visit; please refer to the Section 5.0 of the report that covers site reconnaissance information. 

 

 

TABLE 2-1 
SITE LOCATION AND LAND USE 

Parameter Information/Comments 
Location The Site is located near the western portion of Santa Maria, at the 

northwest corner of South Blosser Road and La Brea Avenue, in an 
area of residential, agricultural, and industrial land uses. 

Assessor’s Parcel Nos. (APNs) 117-240-024 and -025 
Section, Township, and Range Section 21, Township 10 North, Range 34 West of the San Bernardino 

Base and Meridian. 
Current Use The Site is currently used for offices, equipment repair, and retail. 
Current Property Owner Manriquez Commercial Real Estate, LLC 

 

 

2.2 REGIONAL GEOLOGY AND HYDROGEOLOGY 

Information on regional geology and hydrogeology is presented in Table 2-2.  This information was 

obtained from published data and maps of the Site vicinity. 
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TABLE 2-2 
PHYSICAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL CHARACTERISTICS 

Geologic/Hydrogeologic 
Parameter 

 
Information/Comments 

Site Topography Based on a review of the USGS Santa Maria, California 7.5-Minute 
Topographic Quadrangle Map dated 2012, elevation at the Site is 
approximately 200 feet above Mean Sea Level (MSL), and the relief 
across the Site generally flat, with local topography sloping gently to the 
west-northwest.  Surface water runoff flows to a detention basin 
southwest of 1225 La Brea and to South Blosser Road and La Brea 
Avenue from 1441 South Blosser.   

Site Geology and Soil 
Types 

The Site is located within the Coast Ranges of the California Geomorphic 
Provinces (CGS, 2002).  The Coast Ranges are characterized by a series 
of northwest trending ranges and valleys, sub-parallel to faults branching 
from the San Andres Fault.  These ranges extend into southern California 
and are bound on the east by the Great Valley, on the south by the 
Transverse Ranges, to the west by the Pacific Ocean, and to the north by 
the Klamath Mountains. 

The Geologic Map of the Santa Maria and Twitchell Dam Quadrangles 
(Dibblee, 1994) indicates that the site is underlain by Quaternary aged 
alluvial gravels, sands and clays. 

According to the Geocheck® section of the EDR report (Appendix A), 
soils at the Site are dominated by the Sorrento servies.  The Sorrento soils 
have a sandy loam surface texture, are characterized by moderate 
infiltration rates, and are moderately well to well drained. 

Site Hydrogeologic 
Setting 

The Site is located within the Santa Maria River Valley Groundwater Basin 
(DWR, 2016).  The Santa Maria River Valley groundwater basin underlies 
the Santa Maria Valley in the coastal portion of northern Santa Barbara and 
southern San Luis Obispo Counties. The basin is bounded on the north by 
the San Luis and Santa Lucia Ranges, on the east by the San Rafael 
Mountains, on the south by the Solomon Hills and the San Antonio Creek 
Valley Groundwater Basin, on the southwest by the Casmalia Hills, and on 
the west by the Pacific Ocean. Several rivers and creeks drain westward to 
the Pacific Ocean. The Santa Maria Valley is drained by the Sisquoc, 
Cuyama, Santa Maria Rivers, and Orcutt Creek. Groundwater is found in 
alluvium, dune sands, and the Orcutt, Paso Robles, Pismo, and Careaga 
Formations. Groundwater is unconfined throughout most of the basin 
except in the coastal portion where it is confined.  

According to the GeoCheck® section of the EDR report (Appendix A), 
there are multiple wells located within a one-quarter mile radius of the Site; 
however, no wells are shown onsite.  The nearest wells are mapped at the 
properties to the north and south of the Site. 

No groundwater wells were observed at the Site during the site 
reconnaissance.  
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2.3 ADJOINING AREA LAND USE 

A drive-by survey of the area adjoining to the Site was performed by Haro Environmental personal on 

December 3, 2020.  The results of this survey indicate industrial land uses to the north and west, agricultural 

land use to the east across South Blosser Road, and undeveloped land and residential land uses to the south 

across La Brea Avenue.  Site and adjoining land uses are depicted on Plate 2. 

 

 

2.4 USER PROVIDED INFORMATION 

For this Phase I ESA, the User and the Owner were both identified as Manriquez Commercial Real Estate, 

LLC.  A representative for Manriquez Commercial Real Estate, LLC, Ms. Susana Reyes, was interviewed for 

actual knowledge pertaining to the Site to help identify the possibility of RECs in connection with the Site.  

Ms. Reyes indicated she has been associated with the Site for the last 5 years.  Results of the interview are 

provided below. 

 

2.4.1 Title Records 

Haro Environmental was not provided and therefore did not review a Preliminary Title Report for the 

property.   

 

2.4.2 Environmental Liens or Activity and Use Limitations 

Ms. Reyes is unaware of any information pertaining to environmental liens or activity and use limitations 

for the Site.  Haro Environmental was not provided with a copy of an environmental lien records search for 

the Site. 

 

2.4.3 Specialized Knowledge 

Ms. Reyes did not provide Haro Environmental with any information pertaining to specialized knowledge 

or experience regarding the Site related to potential environmental concerns. 
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2.4.4 Commonly Known or Reasonably Ascertainable Information 

Ms. Reyes did not provide Haro Environmental with and was not aware of any information pertaining to 

commonly known or reasonably ascertainable information about the Site related to potential environmental 

concerns. 

 

2.4.5 Valuation Reduction for Environmental Issues 

Ms. Reyes was not aware of and did not provide Haro Environmental with any information pertaining to a 

valuation reduction for the Site relative to any known environmental issues. 

 

2.4.6 Owner, Property Manager, and Occupant Information 

Ms. Reyes indicated that based on her knowledge and experience related to the property, there are no 

obvious indicators that point to the presence or likely presence of contamination at the Site. 

 

2.4.7 Reason for Performing Phase I ESA 

The purpose of this Phase I ESA was to assess the environmental conditions of the Site, taking into account 

commonly and reasonably ascertainable information. 

 

2.4.8 Other 

No other information pertinent to the condition of the Site was provided to Haro Environmental by Ms. 

Reyes. 

 

 

2.5 ENVIRONMENTAL LIENS 

No environmental lien search was conducted by the preparer or the user of this Phase I report. 
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3.0 RECORDS REVIEW 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Government agency database records are sources of information that may be helpful in evaluating activities 

that may have contributed to a release of hazardous substances or petroleum products to soil and/or 

groundwater.  Haro Environmental contracted a government agency database search from EDR Corporation 

(EDR).  A copy of the EDR report, which specifies the approximate minimum search distance for each 

public list as defined in the ASTM Standard, is included as Appendix A. 

 

Properties that were identified within the approximate minimum search distance from the Site as stated in 

the ASTM Standard, and which based on distance and topographic position relative to the Site (i.e., at a 

higher elevation) are listed in Table 3-1, EDR Listing Summary of Selected Properties (see Appendix A for 

a complete listing of properties reported and acronyms used by EDR). 

 

The subject Site is comprised of several addresses including 1429 South Blosser Road, 1441 South Blosser 

Road, 1227 La Brea Avenue, and 1225 La Brea Avenue; and at least one historic address of 1437 South 

Blosser Road.  Three of these addresses were listed in the following databases: Historic Underground 

Storage Tank (HIST UST), Certified Unified Program Agencies Listings (CUPA LISTINGS), Hazardous 

Waste Tracking System (HWTS), the Hazardous Waste Manifests Database (HAZNET), Resource 

Conservation and Recovery Act – Small Quantity Generator (RCRA-SQG), Facility Index System/Facility 

Registry System (FINDS), Enforcement and Compliance History (ECHO), RCRA Non-generator/No 

Longer Regulated (RCRA NONGEN/NLR), National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES), 

California Integrated Water Quality System Project (CIWQS), CalEPA California Environmental 

Reporting System (CERS), CERS Hazardous Waste (CERS HAZ WASTE), and Historic Underground 

Storage (HIST UST). 

 

Nearby sites of potential concern were listed in the following databases: RCRA NONGEN/NLR, CERS, 

CERS HAZ WASTE, CUPA LISTINGS, NPDES, and CIWQS. Leaking UST (LUST), Cortese Hazardous 

Waste and Substances Sites (CORTESE), RCRA-SQG, HWTS and HAZNET. 
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TABLE 3-1 
EDR LISTING SUMMARY OF SELECTED PROPERTIES 

 
Site Name 

 
Site Address 

Distance/Direction 
from Subject Site 

 
Database Reference 

Rancho Harvest / Rancho 
Nuevo Harvesting Inc. / 

John P Donovan 
Construction Company / 

Viker Tractor Company Inc. 
/ Cal Maria Engines and 

Equipment / 1X Cal Maria 
Engines & Equipment Inc. / 
1X Betteranda Farms / Jesse 

Manricquez  

1429 South 
Blosser Road / 

1441 South 
Blosser Road / 

1437 South 
Blosser Road /   

Subject Property HIST UST, CUPA LISTINGS, 
HWTS, HAZNET, RCRA-SQG, 

FINDS, ECHO, RCRA 
NONGEN/NLR, NPDES, 

CIWQS, CERS, CERS HAZ 
WASTE,   

Yale/Chase Equipment and 
Services Inc. / Sunrise 

Growers, Inc.  

1333 South 
Blosser Road 

125 Feet - North RCRA NONGEN / NLR, CERS, 
CERS HAZ WASTE, CUPA 
LISTINGS, NPDES, CIWQS  

J.R. Simplot, Western 
Refrig / Terminal Freezers, 
LLC / Frozsun Foods Inc., / 

Simplot Foods 

1315 South 
Blosser Road 

570 Feet - 
Northwest 

LUST, CORTESE, CERS, 
RCRA NONGEN/NLR, CUPA 

LISTINGS 

California Giant Inc. / 
Western Refrigerating and 

CS SO 

1301 South 
Blosser Road 

579 Feet - North CUPA LISTINGS, RCRA-
SQG 

Speiss Construction 
Company Inc.  

1226 La Brea 
Avenue 

525 Feet - West HWTS, HAZNET 

 

 

3.1 RESULTS OF DATABASE SEARCH 

The following sections contain information on the results of the government records search conducted by 

EDR.  Opinions presented below are based on information provided in EDR’s report (unless otherwise 

noted) and on criteria such as distance from the Site, anticipated groundwater movement direction in the 

vicinity of the Site, and the nature of any reported unauthorized releases.  In assessing the potential impact 

to buildings materials, soil, soil vapor, and/or groundwater beneath the Site, the shallowest groundwater 

was considered at a depth of 140 feet below ground surface (bgs) and an anticipated groundwater movement 

direction assumed to follow the regional topographic gradient flow to the west towards the Pacific Ocean.  

 

3.1.1 Subject Property 

Results of the regulatory agency database search performed by EDR indicates the Site has three listed 

addresses and several business names as follows: 
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Rancho Harvest, Rancho Nuevo Harvesting Inc., Viker Tractor Company Inc., and John P Donovan 

Construction Company - 1429 South Blosser Road   

 

The following summarizes the database information reviewed as well as information obtained from the 

County of Santa Barbara Environmental Health Services (CSBEHS) and City of Santa Maria Community 

Development Department (SMCDD) related to potential environmental concerns, if available: 

 

 Rancho Harvest (property owner) is listed in the FINDS, ECHO, HWTS, CERS HAZ WASTE, 

HAZNET, RCRA NONGEN/NLR, and Santa Barbara CUPA Listings.  In the FINDS, ECHO, and 

HWTS database, the property is listed as a general automotive repair business.  No violations were 

noted.  In the CERS HAZ WASTE and HAZNET database listings, this property was listed as a 

hazardous waste generator of other organic solids, unspecified organic liquid mixture, unspecified 

oil-containing waste, hydrocarbon solvents (benzene, hexane, Stoddard, Etc.), and aqueous solution 

with <10% total organic residues, in the years 1998 through 2017.  The facility was listed in the 

RCRA NONGEN/NLR database as a handler/non-generator of hazardous waste with no violations.  

Rancho Harvest was listed in the Santa Barbara CUPA Listings with no specific information 

provided. 

 

 Rancho Nuevo Harvesting Inc. (property lessee) is listed in the RCRA NONGEN/NLR, HWTS, 

HAZNET, CERS, FINDS and ECHO databases.  In the RCRA – NONGEN/NLR database, Rancho 

Nuevo Harvesting is listed as a historic handler/non-generator of hazardous waste for the year 2017 

with no violations.  The HWTS database dated 2017, identified the facility as an industrial 

machinery and equipment wholesaler business.  In the HAZNET database listings, Rancho Nuevo 

Harvesting is identified as a generator of other organic solids in the year 2019.  According to the 

CERS database, Rancho Nuevo Harvesting, Inc. had several violations in 2015 and 2019 related to 

failure to properly label hazardous waste, failure to obtain or maintain an active hazardous waste 

generator permit, failure to keep proper receipts related to the quantity of hazardous waste received, 

failure to update electronic business plans, and failure to manage empty containers less than 5 

gallons. Each violation was reported as subsequently returned to compliance.  In the FINDS and 

ECHO database, no violations were noted.   
 

 Viker Tractor Company Inc. is listed in the HIST UST database.  The Hist UST databases list the 

Viker Tractor Company Inc. type of business as a gas station.  Two USTs were reportedly installed 

in 1979: one 1,000-gallon for regular fuel and one 1,000-gallon for diesel fuel.  The location and 

removal of the USTs was not provided in the databases.  However, building permits obtained from 

the SMCDD and the SBCEHS indicate the tanks were removed in 1988, and were located 50 feet 
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to the south of the building at 1429 South Blosser Road and 100 feet to the west of South Blosser 

Road (see Plate 2 for approximate locations).  No information regarding the condition of the USTs 

or the soil conditions at the time of removal were noted in the files reviewed. 
 

 John P Donovan Construction Company is listed in the NPDES and CIWQS databases.  In the 

NPDES database, the construction company’s status is listed as terminated.  In the CIWQS database 

associated with the company, the business is listed under storm water industrial in 1992, but its 

status is listed as terminated.  No violations were noted. 

 

Cal Maria Engines & Equipment, 1X Cal Maria Engines & Equipment, Betteranda Farms 

(Betteravia Farms), and Jesse Manricquez - 1441 South Blosser Road   

 

The following summarizes the database information reviewed as well as information obtained from the 

CSBEHS and SMCDD related to potential environmental concerns, if available: 

 

 Cal Maria Engines & Equipment is listed in the HIST UST, Santa Barbara CUPA LISTINGS, 

HWTS, HAZNET, RCRA-SQG, FINDS and ECHO databases.  Cal Maria Engines & 

Equipment is listed and the facility in the HIST UST database and Betteravia Farms as the 

owner.  According to the records, the facility is listed as engine shop with one 500-gallon waste 

oil UST and one 3,000 unleaded fuel UST installed at an unknown date.  According to CSBEHS 

files, the USTs were reportedly removed in 1988, and no information regarding the condition 

of the USTs or the soil conditions at the time of removal were noted in the files reviewed. 

No significant information was provided in the HWTS database.  In the HAZNET database 

listing Cal Maria Engines & Equipment Inc. is identified as a generator of hydrocarbon solvents 

(benzene, hexane, Stoddard, Etc.) and liquids with halogenated organic compounds less than 

or equal to 1,000 milligrams per liter (mg/L) for the years 1997 through 2000.  These wastes 

were disposed offsite via transfer station.  In the RCRA – SQG database, Cal Maria Engines is 

listed as a small quantity generator of hazardous waste for the year 1996 with no violations.  

No additional information was provided in the FINDS and ECHO databases.  

 1X Cal Maria Engines & Equipment Inc. is listed in the HWTS and HAZNET databases.  No 

significant information is provided in the HWTS database.  In the HAZNET database listing 

associated with 1X Cal Engines & Equipment Inc. the business is identified as a generator of: 

liquids with halogenated organic compounds less than or equal to 1,000 mg/L, hydrocarbon 

solvents (benzene, hexane, Stoddard, Etc.), unspecified oil-containing waste, organic liquids 
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with metals (alkaline solution (pH less than or equal to 12.5) with metals (1990 only), and 1.68 

tons of contaminated soil from site cleanup in 1988 (likely associated with the UST removals; 

GEN EPA ID CAC000096605).  

 Betteravia Farms is listed in the HWTS and HAZNET databases.  Betteravia Farms was listed 

in the HWTS database with no significant information and in the HAZNET database the facility 

was identified as a generator of oil/water separation sludge. 

 Jesse Manricquez was listed in the HWTS and HAZNET databases.  Jesse Manricquez was 

listed in the HWTS database with no significant information and in the HAZNET database was 

identified as a generator of 1.2 tons of contaminated soil for site clean-up in 2001 that was 

disposed offsite at a landfill (GEN EPA ID CAC002425215).  The source of the contaminated 

soil is undetermined. 

Rancho Harvest - 1437 South Blosser Road   

Rancho Harvest is listed in the CIWQS database for storm water construction beginning in 2011 and 

terminating in 2013.  No violations or releases are reported. 

 

3.1.2 Adjacent and/or Nearby Properties 

Results of the regulatory agency database search performed by EDR indicate four nearby properties which 

are listed in the databases searched.  However, only one property may pose an environmental concern to 

the Site (see Appendix A for a complete listing of the properties reported and acronyms used by EDR).   

 

J.R. Simplot, Western Refrigeration – 1315 South Blosser Road  

J.R. Simplot, Western Refrigeration is listed in the LUST, CORTESE, and CERS database.  The LUST 

database lists the property as the location of a gasoline release from a 1,000-gallon UST that was discovered 

in June 1995.  The CORTESE and CERS database restate that the facility was a LUST Cleanup Site and 

that the status is Completed – Case Close.  Because of the former presence of USTs at the Site, files on the 

Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (CCRWQCB) Geotracker website were reviewed.  

According to the website, three USTs were formerly located at the site including: two 12,000-gallon diesel 

USTs and one 1,000-gallon unleaded gasoline UST.  The tanks were removed in May 1988.  Soil samples 

were reportedly collected and analyzed (no documents available on Geotracker).  Hydrocarbon odors were 

noted in soils under the gasoline tank (located approximately 175 feet north of the Site) and were confirmed 

by lab analysis of two samples.  Over-excavation was performed.  The volume of soil excavated was not 

reported.  Sidewall samples collected following over-excavation indicated non-detect levels of gasoline and 
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benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, and xylene (BTEX) at each sampled location (the actual results were not 

provided on Geotracker).  In May 1994, a Phase I was conducted and indicated “several areas of concern” 

and recommended a Phase II.  In August 1994, a Phase II was conducted that included the advancement of 

two soil borings near the 1,000-gasoline UST (closest to the Site).  Results indicated significant levels of 

gasoline and gasoline constituents in the tank pit at depths ranging from 8 to 24 feet bgs.  In August 1996, 

three additional soil borings were advanced and sampled near the former UST.  Based on the soil analytical 

results, a remedial action plan was submitted in June 1997 which included the advancement of three soil 

vapor extraction wells and four vent wells to facilitate soil vapor extraction.  Between October and 

December 1997, a soil vapor extraction unit was run nearly continuously.  Approximately 300 gallons of 

gasoline were removed from the subsurface.   The case was closed by the Regional Water Quality Control 

Board (RWQCB) on March 31, 1998.  In December 1998, due to a potential change in the lease agreement, 

a Phase I was conducted.  Results from the Phase I indicated that the soil data from the UST removals was 

inadequate.  In May 1999, a Phase II was conducted that included the advancement of four soil borings in 

the vicinity of the former USTs.  Soil samples were collected at 12 and 20 feet bgs.  Results indicated non-

detectable concentrations of gasoline, BTEX, and methyl tert-butyl ether (MTBE) in all soils collected near 

the former USTs, including from two soil samples collected near the former gasoline UST closest to the 

Site.  Based on the results of the soil sampling, it appears the likelihood of contamination from this facility 

impacting the Site is low. 

 

Terminal Freezers, LLC and Frozsun Foods Inc are also both listed at 1315 South Blosser Road in the 

RCRA NONGEN/NLR databases.  No violations were noted for either facility.   

 

3.1.3 Orphan List 

Sites not plotted by EDR due to poor or inadequate address information are referred to as orphan sites.  

Three sites were listed on the orphan list.  However, based upon the street names, locations reported, and 

Haro Environmental’s knowledge of the area, the orphan/unmapped sites identified by EDR would not be 

expected to pose a significant environmental concern to subsurface soils, soil vapor, or groundwater beneath 

the Site. 

 

3.1.4 Non-ASTM Issues 

Assessment of non-ASTM issues including but not limited to asbestos containing materials, lead-based 

paint, lead in drinking water, mold, regulatory compliance, cultural and historic resources, industrial 
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hygiene, health and safety, ecological resources, endangered species, radon, indoor air quality, 

electromagnetic fields or geologic hazards were not included as part of this Phase I ESA. 

 

 

3.2 OTHER RECORDS REVIEWED 

The following additional sources of information were reviewed as part of this Phase I ESA. 

 

3.2.1 Public Agency Records 

Building permit information for the Site was obtained from the SMCDD.  Copies of the permits reviewed 

are provided in Appendix B.  The following information was obtained: 

 

1429 South Blosser Road: 

 

 1978:  Foundation addition and commercial addition to sales & service office. 

 1988:  UST removal including: one 1,000-gallon gasoline tank and one 1,000-gallon diesel tank 

(owner was listed as Betteravia Farms and tank operator was listed as Vikers Tractor Sales & 

Service). 

 

1437 South Blosser Road (Rancho Harvest) and 1441 South Blosser Road:  

 

 1988:  Removal of a waste oil UST (no gallons listed, a State Water Resources Control Board 

Hazardous Substance Storage Container Information Sheet has it listed as 500-gallons) and 1,000-

gallon gasoline UST (a State Water Resources Control Board Hazardous Substance Storage 

Container Information Sheet has it listed as 3,000-gallons; owner was listed as Betteravia Farms 

and the tank operator was listed as Cal-Maria Engines). 

 2011:  Plan check application to build new office building, Geotechnical Investigation report for 

proposed development, demo 2 storage buildings, wood, and new office building. 

 2012:  Plan check application for metal shop building, Geotechnical Investigation Foundation Plan 

Review for Three Adjoining Metal Buildings, for fire alarm, Metal Bldg for vehicle repair shop, 

and sprinklers for buildings for 2012. 

 2013:  Certificate of Occupancy for new office building, and Certificate of Occupancy for metal 

building for vehicle repair shop.   
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The CSBEHS was contacted for information related to potential environmental concerns at the Site and the 

information obtained is discussed in Section 3.1.1. 

 

The following additional public agencies were contacted regarding files for the Site and indicated they do 

maintain any files for the Site. 

 

 Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District 

 Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board 

 California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) (Envirostor Website) 

 

 

3.2.2 Previous Environmental Reports 

Two previous environmental reports have been prepared for the Site and were provided by the applicant.  

Copies of the full reports are provided in Appendix B.  The reports include the following: 

 

 Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Report, 1441 South Blosser Road, Santa Maria, California 

prepared by Anderson Environmental, and dated February 20, 2015. 

 

 Limited Phase II Investigation, 1441 South Blosser Road, Santa Maria, California prepared by 

Groundwater Solutions, Inc., and dated April 27, 2015. 
 

February 20, 2015: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Report, 1441 South Blosser Road, Santa Maria, 

California:  This report presented the findings from the Phase I ESA of the 1441 South Blosser Road 

property at the Site.  The assessment included: historical information review; Site visit; interviews with 

individuals knowledgeable about the Site; review of regulatory records; review of the Santa Barbara County 

Fire Department (SBCFD), Santa Barbara County Public Health Department (SBCPHD), Santa Barbara 

County Air Pollution Control District (SBCAPCD), and the City of Santa Maria City Clerk’s office 

(SMCO), were contacted regarding hazardous materials, USTs, and industrial waste discharge information.  

Their findings included the following: 

 

 “A below-grade two-stage clarifier (unknown volume and installation date) is located in the central 

portion of the subject property near the center of the parking/driveway area of the Streater Pipe & 

Supply property.  According to historical and regulatory agency records, the clarifier was utilized 

by Cal-Maria Engines & Equipment from at least 1982 through 2001.  The current occupant of this 

part of the subject property (Streator Pipe & Supply) does not utilize the onsite clarifier.”  
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 From their file review.  On April 27, 1988, “Laboratory reports for soil from previously removed 

waste oil UST and gas UST. Two soil samples were reportedly collected – one in the vicinity of 

the waste oil UST and one in the vicinity of the gasoline UST; it was not specified whether the 

samples were collected beneath the former UST pits. Analysis of the soil sample for the former 

waste oil UST contained 28 milligrams per kilogram (mg/kg) of total petroleum hydrocarbons 

(TPH). Analysis of the soil sample for the former gasoline UST was non-detect for TPH as gasoline 

(TPHg) and benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, and xylenes (BTEX).” 
 

 A letter dated May 2, 1988, from the Santa Barbara County Health Care Services to Cal Maria 

Engines and Equipment, requested that “contaminated soil around the wash area (assumed to be in 

the vicinity of the clarifier) must be removed as hazardous waste. No records or additional 

investigations were available confirming that this was completed. Clarifiers can act as conduits 

to the subsurface of properties and when utilized to treat waste water streams, can act as preferential 

pathways for contaminants in the waste streams. Additionally, the structural integrity of clarifiers 

and their associated piping can become compromised over time. Based on the foregoing including 

the long-term use of the clarifier (from at least 1982 through 2001) and documented hydrocarbon 

solvent usage for the tenant that utilized the clarifier (Cal-Maria Engines & Equipment Inc.), 

Andersen Environmental cannot rule out the potential for a significant subsurface release associated 

with the clarifier. In 2001, the SBCFD conducted an inspection of the former Cal-Maria Engines 

& Equipment Inc. property and observed 55-gallon drums of waste oil, contaminated debris, a 

waste oil tank (capacity not specified), and hot dip tanks located behind an onsite shed. No 

discharges were reportedly observed and a cleanup/removal of the above materials was promptly 

conducted.” 

 

 “The former operations of the occupant Cal-Maria Engines & Equipment Inc. which included 

fueling and engine repair operations, documented hydrocarbon solvent usage, and clarifier 

represent a recognized environmental condition for the subject property.” 
 
 

 “According to an SMFD hazardous materials incident report dated June 26, 2014, contaminated 

soils suspected to contain volatile organic compounds (based on odors) were encountered during 

soil remediation activities for a reported “old fuel and chemical facility” at the Streator Pipe & 

Supply property. According to a representative from Streator Pipe & Supply, the western portion 

of the subject property was recently paved and that soils had been sampled during this time. This 

western portion of the Streator facility is approximately west of the former UST locations. 
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Andersen Environmental contacted the SMFD, SBCPHD, the current property owner, and the 

onsite manager for Streator Pipe & Supply (unavailable at time of site reconnaissance) to obtain 

additional information regarding the soil remediation that was reportedly conducted in 2014. A 

representative from the SMFD (name withheld) indicated that regulatory oversight for the soil 

remediation would be conducted by the SBCPHD. A response from the remaining parties/agencies 

has not been received at the writing of this report. Based on the lack of additional sampling 

information available in the areas of the former USTs, Andersen Environmental cannot 

eliminate the possibility for contaminated soil to be present beneath the subject property.” 

 

  “Based on the foregoing, a Phase II Environmental Site Assessment is recommended.”  

 
 

April 27, 2015: Limited Phase II Investigation, 1441 South Blosser Road, Santa Maria, California:  To 

address the REC cited by Anderson Environmental in their Phase I report, Groundwater Solutions 

developed the scope of a limited Phase II investigation with input from Wells Fargo Banking Company to 

ensure that the Bank’s concerns were being adequately addressed.  The investigation focused exclusively 

on the former UST location of the property to the exclusion of the remainder of the property.  The 

assessment included: a focused geophysical survey of the reported former underground storage tank (USTs) 

locations, collecting soil samples from two borings: one located in the area of the presumed USTs and the 

second in an area of the potential surface release (soil samples were collected at 10 and 15 feet bgs and 5 

and 10 feet bgs), and soil gas sampling from the two borings within the footprint of the identified 

geophysical anomalies.  Their findings included the following: 

 

 Two ground penetrating radar signal strength anomalies were identified in the proximity of the 

reported former USTs.  “The eastern anomaly appeared to have a metal pipe/conduit leading toward 

the north side of the excavation suggestive of a line associated with the former USTs. The western 

anomaly may represent an area of disturbed soil reported by AE as an area of remediation west of 

the UST area.” 

 

 Soil samples were non-detect for total petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH) (range C6-C44) and volatile 

organic compounds (VOCs).  Leaking Underground Fuel Tank (LUFT) metals were detected in all 

four samples at concentrations below California Office of Environmental Health Hazard 

Assessment (OEHHA) screening levels.  

 

 “Soil gas VOCs suggest residual impacts from historic site usage (USTs and degreasing activities) 

based on the presence of gasoline analytes (toluene, xylenes) and the solvent (tetrachloroethylene).” 
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 Soil gas VOC concentrations were below the California OEHHA (2010); Table 3 – Soil -Gas-

Screening Numbers for Volatile Chemicals Below Buildings Constructed Without Engineered Fill 

Below Sub-Slab Gravel.  Concentrations of toluene and xylenes were detected in one soil gas 

sample at 0.02 and 0.016 micrograms per liter (µg/L).  The OEHHA Reference Value for toluene 

is 380 µg/L and for xylenes is 880 µg/L.  Concentrations of tetrachloroethylene were detected in 

both soil gas samples at 0.16 and 0.055 µg/L, the OEHHA Reference Value is 0.6 µg/L.   

 

 “The lack of an identified sorbed phase VOC source in the soil samples analyzed suggests that the 

soil gas source is other than the areas sampled or the sorbed concentrations are below the laboratory 

detection limits.  The detection limits applied to soil samples are three orders of magnitude higher 

(mg/kg vs. µg/L) than those applied to soil gas and thus may not detect low sorbed concentrations 

which could potentially generate the reported soil gas VOCs.” 
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4.0 SITE HISTORY 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

The history of the site was researched to identify obvious uses of the site back to the first developed use, or 

at least 40 years ago, whichever is earlier or readily available. 

 

One data gap since 1963 of greater than 5 years was identified in the historical records reviewed and include 

the years from 1986 to 1991.  This data gap is considered insignificant because the site use appears to be 

similar during the data gap. 

 

4.1 AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS 

A review of historical aerial photography may indicate past activities at a property that may not be 

documented by other means, or observed during a site visit.  The effectiveness of this technique depends 

on the scale and quality of the photographs and the available coverage.  Aerial photographs were obtained 

from several historical photograph collections through EDR.  A tabulation of the aerial photographs 

reviewed is presented in Table 4-1. 

 

TABLE 4-1 
HISTORICAL AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS REVIEWED 

Date Approximate Scale Source 
1938 1” = 500’ FAIR 
1943 1” = 500’ USDA 
1949 1” = 500’ USDA 
1954 1” = 500’ USDA 
1960 1” = 500’ USGS 
1967 1” = 500’ USGS 
1975 1” = 500’ USGS 
1978 1” = 500’ USGS 
1981 1” = 500’ USDA 
1994 1” = 500’ USGS/DOQQ 
2005 1” = 500’ USDA/NAIP 
2009 1” = 500’ USDA/NAIP 
2012 1” = 500’ USDA/NAIP 
2016 1” = 500’ USDA/NAIP 

Note: Aerial photographs only provide information on indications of land use 
and no conclusions regarding the release of hazardous substances or 
petroleum products can be drawn from the review of photographs alone. 
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Copies of the reviewed aerial photographs are included in Appendix A.  The following is a summary of our 

review of these photographs. 

 

 1938 – The Site appears developed with an orchard.  South Blosser Road appears to the east of the 

Site as a dirt road.  Property 500 feet north appears developed with a few unidentified structures, 

possibly related to agriculture.  Greater than a quarter mile to the west is a railroad.  Surrounding 

properties appear developed in agricultural land use.   
 

 1943 – Orchards no longer appear at the Site.  Surrounding properties appear similar to the 1938 

aerial photograph with the exception that property to the east of the Site, across South Blosser Road, 

appears used for row crops. 
 

 1949 – The Site and surrounding properties appear similar to the 1943 aerial photograph. 
 

 1954 – The Site and surrounding properties appear similar to the 1949 aerial photograph. 

 

 1960 – The Site does not appear in the aerial photograph.   
 

 1967 – The subject Site appears developed with five buildings: a building on the northeastern 

portion of the property at 1429 South Blosser Road (portion of present day building); the long 

rectangular building at the eastern portion of the Site along Blosser Road (present day 1441 Blosser 

Road), a shop building west of 1429 Blosser Road (present day building), and two smaller 

structures along the western Site boundary.  A large, rectangular building appears on the adjacent 

property to the west of the Site.  Properties to the south and east remain in agriculture.  A large 

housing development appears to the far northeast of the Site, north of Stowell Road. 
 

 1975 – The Site and surrounding properties appear similar to the 1967 aerial photograph. 
 

 1978 – The quality of the photograph is low.  The Site and adjacent properties appear similar to the 

1975 aerial photograph.   

 

 1981 – The Site and adjacent properties appear similar to the 1978 aerial photograph with the 

exception of the building at 1429 Blosser Road expanded to the east. 

 

 1994 – The Site appears similar to the 1981 aerial photograph with the exception that main building 

at 1441 South Blosser Road has been expanded to the east in an L-shape. 
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 2005 – The Site and adjacent properties appear similar to the 1994 aerial photograph with the 

exception that the adjacent property to the west has been developed with a large building in the 

center and a parking lot. 
 

 2009 – The subject Site and adjacent properties appears similar to the 2005 aerial photograph with 

the exception that property to the northeast of the Site, across South Blosser Road, appears cleared 

of crops and La Brea Avenue appears as a paved road along the southern boundary of the property. 
 

 2012 – The Site appears similar to the 2009 aerial photograph with the exception that the main 

office at 1225 La Brea Avenue appears on Site and one of the buildings at 1227 La Brea Avenue 

appears to have been removed.  Additional row crops have been planted on property northeast of 

the Site, across South Blosser Road. 

 

 2016 – The Site and adjacent properties to the north and south appear similar to the 2012 

photograph with the exception that a new U-shaped building appears at 1227 La Brea Avenue. 
 

 

4.2 HISTORICAL TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS 

Haro Environmental contacted EDR for information regarding historical topographic maps of the Site 

vicinity.  The topographic maps reviewed for this assessment are listed below in Table 4-2.  Copies of the 

maps are included in Appendix A. 

TABLE 4-2 
HISTORICAL TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS REVIEWED 

Year Quadrangle Series Scale 
1905 Lompoc 30 minute 1:125,000 

1947 (photo revised 1946) Santa Maria 15 minute 1:62,500 
1948 Santa Maria 7.5 minute 1:25,000 

1959 (photo revised 1956) Santa Maria 7.5 minute 1:24,000 
1967 (photo revised 1967) Santa Maria 7.5 minute 1:24,000 
1974 (photo revised 1974) Santa Maria 7.5 minute 1:24,000 
1982 (photo revised 1978) Santa Maria 7.5 minute 1:24,000 

2012 Santa Maria 7.5 minute 1:24,000 

 

The Site is located in the City of Santa Maria, southwest of the downtown area, approximately 4 miles south 

of the Santa Maria River and 12 miles east of the Pacific Ocean.  Copies of the reviewed historic topographic 

maps are included in Appendix A.  The following is a summary of our review of the maps. 
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 1905 – The Site and surrounding properties are depicted mostly as undeveloped.  South Blosser 

Road is depicted east of the Site with a few structures north and south.  The Pacific Railroad is 

depicted further east of South Blosser Road.  Stowell Road is depicted in its current day location, 

northeast of the Site and the City of Santa Maria is depicted as developed northeast of Stowell 

Road. 

 

 1947 – The Site is depicted the same as the 1905 topographic map, undeveloped.  The Pacific 

Railroad is no longer depicted east of South Blosser Road.  Highway 101 is depicted much further 

east of Blosser Road.  There is development north and south of the Site along Blosser Road.  The 

Santa Maria Valley Railroad is depicted west of the Site.  A refinery is depicted one-half mile to 

the west, northwest and multiple oil wells are depicted south of the Site. 
 

 1948 – The Site and surrounding properties are depicted similar to the 1947 topographic map. 
 

 1959 – The Site and surrounding properties are depicted similar to the 1948 topographic map with 

the exception that a railroad spur is depicted adjacent to the north of the Site along the Site 

boundary, several large buildings are depicted on the property north of the Site, and a large 

development is depicted on properties northeast of the Site, across Blosser and Stowell Roads.  
 

 1967 – The Site is depicted as developed with five buildings as follows: one along Blosser Road 

(present day 1441 South Blosser Road), one near the northeast corner of the Site (present day 1429 

South Blosser Road), and three buildings near the present day 1227 La Brea Avenue.  Surrounding 

properties are depicted similar to the 1959 topographic map with the exception that additional 

buildings are depicted to the northwest of the Site, across the spurs, and the oil refinery to the far 

west is no longer depicted. 
 

 1974 – The Site and surrounding properties are depicted similar to the 1967 topographic map. 
 

 1982 – The Site and surrounding properties are depicted similar to the 1974 topographic map with 

the exception that La Brea Avenue is depicted south of the Site. 
 

 2012 – The Site and surrounding properties are depicted similar to the 1982 topographic map with 

the exception that buildings, and other specific features have been removed from the map. 
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4.3 SANBORN® FIRE INSURANCE MAPS 

Sanborn® Fire Insurance Maps provide historical land use information in some metropolitan areas and 

small, established towns.  One Sanborn Fire Insurance Map was available for the year 1957.  There was 

no coverage for the Site that year.  However, Blosser Road to the east of the Site was depicted and the 

railroad spur to the north of the Site was depicted.  Multiple buildings owned by Santa Maria Freezer & 

Cold STGE Company were depicted north of the spur. 

 

 

4.4 CITY DIRECTORIES 

Haro Environmental contacted EDR to obtain a historical City Directory Abstract, which lists the names 

and/or businesses that historically occupied an address. The City Directory Abstract, which covers the 

period from 1968 to 2017, provides tenant information for the Site and nearby properties.  Current and 

historic addresses associated with the Site include; 1429, 1435A, 1437A, 1437, 1445, 1441, 1445, and 1475 

South Blosser Road, and 1225 and 1227 La Brea Avenue.  Address with listings available are presented in 

Table 4-3.  A copy of the complete EDR City Directory Abstract listing is provided in Appendix A. 

 

TABLE 4-3 
CITY DIRECTORIES LISTINGS 

Address Year(s) Businesses Listed 

1441 South Blosser Road 
(Site) 

1968 Kirk Lumber & Building Materials 
Company 

1972 Sunset Builders Supply

1977 J & S Equipment Sales Inc.

1981 Kern Co Equipment

1985, 1992, 1995, 2000 Cal Maria Engines & Equipment 

2005, 2010, 2014, 2017 Streator Pipe & Supply

1429 South Blosser Road 
(Site) 

1985 Viker Tractor Company

1995 D M I Supply, Donovon J P 
Construction, M D Construction 
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2000, 2005 Sun Devils Labor Contractors 

2005
 

Rent A Harvis Inc.

2014, 2017 Rancho Harvest

1225 La Brea Avenue 
2017 Tate Electrical 

1315 and 1315 1/2South 
Blosser Road (north of 

Site) 

1959 Driscoll Strawberry Associates Inc. 
processor, Inglis John Frozen Foods 
Company, S M Pub Scales, Western 
Refgr Co freezer plant, Hobart Jesse

1963 Inglis John Frozen Food Co., 
Western Refgr & Cold Stage, S M 

Pub Scales, Jack Hauan
1968 Inglis John Frozen Foods, Western 

Refrigerating & Cold Storage 
Company Freezer Plant, Baum W J, 
Santa Maria Public Scales, Hauan 

Jack W 
1972 Inglis John Frozen Foods, Western 

Refrigerating & Cold Storage 
Company Freezer Plant, Baum W J, 
Santa Maria Public Scales, Hauan 

Jack W 
1977 Western Refrigerating & Cold 

Storage freezer plant, Santa Maria 
Public Scales 

1981 Western Refrigerator

1985 Simplot Food Strg

1992 J R Simplot Co

1995 Simplot Pub Strg

2000 Simplot Public Cold Storage

2010 Sunrise Growers Inc.

1333 South Blosser Road 

1963 Santa Fe Driscoll Strawberries Assn

1968, 1972, 1977, 1981 Santa Fe-Driscoll Packers Inc. 
Frozen Foods 
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1985 Simplot Food office, phn

1992, 1995, 2000 J R Simplot Co

2005 Frozsun Food Inc., Soboba Neon 
Sign Co., Sunrise Growers Inc. 

2014, 2017 Sunrise Growers

1301 South Blosser Road 

1981 Vicker Tractor Co

1992 CA Giant Cooler ASN, Javier 
Casiano, New West Fruit Corp 

1995, 2000 CA Giant Cooler Association, New 
West Fruit Corp 

 

 

The historical use of the Site as a engine shop and gas station (Viker Tractor) has the potential to 

contaminate groundwater and/or soil beneath the Site and is previously discussed in Section 3.1.1. and 

3.2.1. 

 

 

4.5 OIL AND GAS MAPS 

Maps provided online by the California Department of Conservation, Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal 

Resources were reviewed to determine the current or historic presence of oil or gas wells in the vicinity of 

the Site.  The maps reviewed indicate multiple former oil wells located south of the Site (DOGGR, 2020).  

Due to their distance from the Site, these wells are not expected to pose an environmental threat to the Site. 

 

4.6 CRUDE OIL PIPELINES 

The National Pipeline Mapping System maintained by the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety 

Administration was reviewed for the presence of gas and hazardous liquid transmission pipelines.  The 

maps reviewed indicate one active (filled) natural gas transmission pipeline runs along South Depot Street 

located approximately 2,750 feet east of the Site (NPMS, 2020). The pipeline is operated by Southern 

California Gas Company.  Based on distance and the history of the pipeline (no accidents or spills reported) 

this pipeline is not expected to pose an environmental concern to the Site. 
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5.0 SITE RECONNAISSANCE AND INTERVIEWS 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Haro Environmental’s assessment activities included a site reconnaissance.  This section summarizes the 

findings from the site reconnaissance. 

 

 

5.1 SITE RECONNAISSANCE 

5.1.1 Methodology and Limiting Conditions 

Mr. Elliot Haro of Haro Environmental performed a reconnaissance of the Site on December 3, 2020 

accompanied by Ms. Reyes.  The site reconnaissance was conducted by: 1) observing the Site from public 

thoroughfares, 2) observing the adjoining properties from public thoroughfares, 3) observing the interior of 

the onsite structures, 4) observing the exterior of the onsite structures, 5) backtracking to correlate exterior 

features with interior features, as necessary, and 6) observing the Site from walking paths.  The purpose of 

the site reconnaissance was to identify the presence or likely presence of hazardous substances or petroleum 

products under conditions that indicate an existing release, a past release, or threat of release into soil, 

groundwater, or surface water at the Site (recognized environmental conditions).  Observations from the 

site reconnaissance are summarized in the following sections.  A photolog of photographs taken during the 

site reconnaissance is included as Appendix C. 

 

5.1.2 Current Use of the Property and Adjoining Properties 

The Site is currently used for the following: 

 

 1429 South Blosser Road:  Warehouse, equipment storage, and offices. 

 

 1441 South Blosser Road:  Retail; Streator Pipe and Supply. 

 

 1225 La Brea Avenue:  Offices for Rancho Harvest. 

 

 1227 La Brea Avenue:  Rancho Harvest equipment and machinery repair and maintenance. 
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Site water is supplied by the City of Santa Maria.  Solid waste disposal is provided by the City of Santa 

Maria.  Wastewater generated onsite is discharged to the sanitary sewer system.  Electricity is provided to 

the Site by Pacific Gas and Electric.  Natural gas is provided by The Gas Company and is used at the Site 

for heating and hot water. 

 

Surrounding properties include industrial land uses to the north and west, agricultural land use to the east 

across South Blosser Road, and undeveloped land and residential land uses to the south across La Brea 

Avenue.  Nearby land uses are depicted on Plate 2. 

 

5.1.3 General Description of Structures 

 1429 South Blosser Road:  7,500 square-foot warehouse and 2,500 square-foot office space.  

Metal-framed, sided, and roofed.  Two stories constructed slab-on-grade. 

 

 1441 South Blosser Road:  11,000 square-foot retail.  Metal-framed, -sided, and roofed.  Single-

story constructed slab-on-grade including 3,000 square foot covered storage. 

 

 1225 La Brea Avenue:  Office space for Rancho Harvest.  Approximately 4,000 square-foot 

single-story, wood-framed with tile roofing constructed slab-on-grade. 

 

 1227 La Brea Avenue:  Two large buildings used for Rancho Harvest equipment and machinery 

repair and maintenance totaling approximately 14,000 square feet.  The southernmost building is 

divided into three areas and is metal-framed, -sided, and roofed, single-story constructed slab-on-

grade (newer shop building).  The northern most building is also metal-framed, -sided, and 

roofed, single-story constructed slab-on-grade (older shop building). 

 

5.1.4 Interior and Exterior Observations 

The tenant space at 1429 South Blosser is used for equipment storage and offices.  1441 South Blosser is 

occupied by Streator Pipe and Supply and uses the property for retail sales and material storage.  The 

building at 1225 La Brea Avenue is used by Rancho Harvest for offices.  The 1227 La Brea Avenue 

buildings are used for equipment and machinery maintenance and repair. 
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5.1.5 Hazardous Substances and Petroleum Products 

Quantities of hazardous substances and petroleum products were observed during the site reconnaissance 

and included: 

 

 1429 South Blosser Road:  A hazardous waste storage area is located along the northern exterior 

portion of the building.  The material stored includes waste oil and used oil filters.  One 

approximately 500-gallon above-ground storage tank for used oil was observed situated on 

concrete adjacent to two 55-gallon drums.  Staining of the concrete in the area of the waste oil 

storage was observed.  Eight 55-gallon drums were observed stored within a storage shed.  The 

drums appeared to contain used motor oil and used oil filters.  All but one of the drums was 

observed stored on secondary containment.  Staining of the concrete surface in the area of the oil 

storage was observed. 

 

 1441 South Blosser Road:  Retail quantities of paints, lubricants, and drain cleaners were 

observed on the retail floor of the Streator Pipe and Supply business. 

 

 1225 La Brea Avenue:  Household quantities of cleaners were observed in the restroom. 

 

 1227 La Brea Avenue:  Various chemicals in support of the equipment and machinery repair and 

maintenance were observed at several locations within the buildings.  The chemicals included 

paints, cleaners, and lubricants, new and used motor oil, solvents, parts cleaners, antifreeze, and 

small quantities of gasoline and diesel fuel.  The chemicals were either stored within hazardous 

materials, fire-safe cabinets or on concrete.  Chemicals were not observed stored on bare soil.  

Although minor staining of the concrete surfaces were observed within the shop buildings, no 

significant spills or releases were noted, and no evidence of past significant spills or releases were 

noted in the vicinity of the chemical storage areas.   

 

5.1.6 Unidentified Substance Containers 

Unidentified hazardous substance containers or unidentified containers that might contain hazardous 

substances were observed within and around the 1227 La Brea Avenue shop buildings and appeared to be 

used motor oil. 
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5.1.7 Storage Tanks 

During the site reconnaissance, Haro Environmental did not observe evidence of underground storage tanks 

(USTs) at the Site.  One approximately 500-gallon AST for used motor oil was observed at the exterior 

northern wall of the 1429 South Blosser Road building. 

 

5.1.8 Odors 

During the site reconnaissance, Haro Environmental did not identify any strong, pungent, or noxious odors 

with the exception of odors near the waste oil storage area north of the building at 1429 South Blosser Road. 

 

5.1.9 Pools of Liquid 

During the site reconnaissance, Haro Environmental did not identify any pools of liquid including standing 

surface water with the exception of rinse water from vehicle cleaning that eventually discharges to the 

detention basin at the southwest corner of the Site.  Sumps containing liquids likely to be hazardous 

substances or petroleum products were not observed.  One in-ground clarifier was observed near the center 

of the tenant space at 1441 South Blosser Road. 

 

5.1.10 Drums 

During the site reconnaissance, Haro Environmental did observe drums onsite and are described in Section 

5.1.5.  

 

5.1.11 Indications of Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs) 

Toxic PCBs were commonly used historically in electrical equipment such as transformers, fluorescent 

lamp ballasts, and capacitors.  According to USEPA regulation 40 CFR Part761, there are three categories 

for classifying such equipment: <50 ppm of PCBs is considered "Non-PCB"; between 50 and 500 ppm is 

considered "PCB-Contaminated"; and >500 ppm is considered "PCB-Containing".  Since January 1, 1977, 

the manufacture, process, or distribution in commerce or use of any polychlorinated biphenyl in any manner 

other than in a totally enclosed manner has been prohibited.  The management of potential PCB-containing 

transformers is the responsibility of the local utility or the transformer owner.  Actual material samples 

need to be collected to determine if transformers are PCB-containing. 
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Transformers installed prior to 1977 may be PCB-containing while transformers installed after 1977 are 

unlikely to be PCB-containing. 

 

During the site reconnaissance, Haro Environmental did not observe evidence of transformers onsite. 

 

5.1.12 Other Conditions of Concern 

During the site reconnaissance Haro Environmental did not note or observe evidence of any of the 

following: 

 

 Corrosion  

 Pits, ponds, and/or lagoons  

 Stressed vegetation 

 Waste water 

 Fill soil 

 Solid waste 

 Septic tanks 

 Water wells 

 

One in-ground clarifier was observed near the center of the tenant space at 1441 South Blosser Road. 

 

Multiple farm equipment vehicles and machinery were observed along the northern property boundary 

along with various materials including scrap metal and metal shavings. 

 

 

5.2 INTERVIEWS 

Mr. Jesse Manriquez, current property owner, was interviewed as part of this Phase I ESA to inquire about 

the current and historic uses of the Site.  The results of the interview are presented below. 

 

Mr. Manriquez indicated that he is unaware of the on-site current or historic presence of: 

 

 Pesticides, 



 

 
2021-0313_Rancho Harvest_Phase I ESA-DRAFT Page 31 Haro Environmental, Inc. 

 Fill dirt, 

 Pits, ponds, or lagoons, 

 Stained soil, 

 Vent pipes, fill pipes, or access ways, 

 USTs, 

 Groundwater wells, or 

 PCBs. 

 

Mr. Manriquez indicated he is aware of contaminated soil removed from the Site in 2001/2002, and of 

automotive batteries, and new and used motor oil stored at the Site.  Mr. Manriquez also indicated that he 

is unaware of any environmental liens, environmental deed restrictions, land use regulations, engineering 

controls, environmental violations, environmental assessments, or past, threatened, or pending lawsuits 

concerning releases of hazardous materials relating to the Site.  
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6.0 FINDINGS, CONCLUSTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

  

 

This Phase I ESA of the property identified as Rancho Harvest with addresses of 1225 & 1227 La Brea 

Avenue and 1429 & 1441 South Blosser Road in the City of Santa Maria, California (the Site) was 

performed by Haro Environmental in conjunction with SWCA Environmental Consultants (SWCA) for the 

City of Santa Maria Community Development Department (SMCDD).  Haro Environmental performed this 

Phase I ESA consistent with ASTM Practice E-1527-13, Standard Practice for Environmental Site 

Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process (ASTM Standard).  Exceptions to, or 

deletions from, this practice are described in this report. 

 

Based on the data gathered and reviewed during this Phase I ESA, Haro Environmental did not identify 

recognized environmental conditions or concerns that have impacted, or pose a significant environmental 

threat to subsurface soil, soil vapor, or groundwater beneath the Site with the exception of: 

 

 The presence of an approximately 500-gallon AST and various 55-gallon drums used to store used 

motor oil in and adjacent to a hazardous material storage area north of the building at 1429 South 

Blosser Road.  Although staining of the concrete surfaces were observed in the area of the used 

motor oil storage, no significant spills or releases were noted, and no evidence of past significant 

spills or releases were noted in the vicinity of the chemical storage areas.  Building materials in the 

area should be pressure washed and the rinsate disposed of in accordance with applicable rules and 

regulations, or the building materials should be tested and disposed of in accordance with applicable 

rules and regulations if elevated concentrations of chemicals are detected. 

 

Based on the findings of this Phase I ESA, Haro Environmental provides the following potential 

environmental conditions to note: 

 

 The historic use of the 1429 South Blosser Road property by Viker Tractor for a gas station and 

associated USTs.  Two USTs consisting of one 1,000-gallon for gasoline and one 1,000-gallon for 

diesel fuel were reportedly installed in 1979 and removed under permit in 1988.  Based on the lack 

of soil analytical data from the UST removals and because no closure letter or agency oversight 

documentation was obtained during preparation of this Phase I ESA, there is a potential for a release 

from these USTs to have negatively impacted soil, soil vapor, and/or groundwater beneath the Site.  

Based on the anticipated depth to groundwater in this area of greater than 200 feet bgs, the 

likelihood for significant impacts to groundwater from these former USTs is expected to be low.  
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To address the potential for residual contamination, soil and soil vapor testing is recommended in 

the area of the former USTs. 

 

 The historic use of the 1441 South Blosser Road property by Cal-Maria Engines & Equipment Inc. 

and their operations that included industrial engine and equipment repairs as well as hydrocarbon 

solvent usage, the presence of a clarifier, and two USTs consisting of one 3,000-gallon for gasoline 

and one 500-gallon for waste oil.  The installation dates of the USTs were not reported in the records 

searched as part of this Phase I ESA; however, records indicate the USTs were removed under 

permit in 1988.  Based on the lack of soil analytical data from the UST removals and because no 

closure letter or agency oversight documentation was obtained during preparation of this Phase I 

ESA, there is a potential for a release from these USTs to have negatively impacted soil, soil vapor, 

and/or groundwater beneath the Site.  Based on the anticipated depth to groundwater in this area of 

greater than 200 feet bgs, the likelihood for significant impacts to groundwater from these former 

USTs is expected to be low.  A Phase II consisting of soil and soil vapor sampling from two 

locations was previously performed in the vicinity of the former USTs.  The Phase II findings 

indicated TPH and VOCs were not detected in soil samples collected between 5 and 15 feet bgs, 

and tetrachloroethene (PCE) was detected in both soil vapor samples at a maximum concentration 

of 160 micrograms per cubic meter (µg/m3).  Based on the historic use of the Site for engine repair 

and fuel storage, additional soil and soil vapor sampling is recommended to confirm the results of 

the previous soil vapor testing and also targeting other possible release areas associated with 

historic operational areas of Cal-Maria Engines & Equipment Inc. 
 

 Jesse Manricquez was listed in the HWTS and HAZNET databases as a generator of 1.2 tons of 

contaminated soil for site clean-up in 2001 that was disposed offsite at a landfill (GEN EPA ID 

CAC002425215).  The source and location of the contaminated soil is undetermined.  Mr. 

Manriquez indicated the contaminated soil was associated with an area where radiators were stored; 

however, he was unable to locate the report associated with the work and no documentation of 

regulatory closure was found in the records reviewed.  Therefore, Mr. Manriquez should be 

interviewed to determine where the contaminated soil was removed from and a follow up soil 

investigation performed to confirm the contaminated soil was removed to current regulatory 

thresholds. 

 A June 26, 2014 incident reported at 1441 South Blosser Road where the SMFD observed 

“contaminated soils suspected to contain volatile organic compounds (based on odors) were 

encountered during soil remediation activities for a reported “old fuel and chemical facility” at the 

Streator Pipe & Supply property.”  This release record was reported by Andersen Environmental 

in their 2015 Phase I ESA; however, Haro Environmental was unable to locate these records during 

preparation of this Phase I ESA.  Because of the lack of documentation regarding soil sampling in 
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this area, additional environmental testing in the area of reported soil contamination is 

recommended. 
 

 A railroad is present to the north of the Site.  Railroads can be sources of releases of hazardous 

materials to the environmental through application of vegetation control chemicals and possible 

spills of railcar contents.  Therefore, Haro Environmental recommends testing soils in the vicinity 

of the railroad for TPH, metals, polyaromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), and chlorinated herbicides. 
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7.0 STANDARD OF CARE 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

The findings and conclusions contained in this Phase I ESA are based upon professional opinions with 

regard to the subject matter.  These opinions have been arrived at in accordance with currently accepted 

industry standards and practices applicable to this location and are subject to the following inherent 

limitations: 

Accuracy of Information.  Certain information utilized by Haro Environmental in this assessment has 

been obtained, reviewed, and evaluated from various sources believed to be reliable.  Although Haro 

Environmental’s conclusions, opinions, and recommendations are based, in part, on such information, Haro 

Environmental’s services did not include the verification of the information’s accuracy or authenticity.  

Should such information prove to be inaccurate or unreliable, Haro Environmental reserves the right to 

amend or revise its conclusions, opinions and/or recommendations. 

Reconnaissance.  Haro Environmental performed a reconnaissance of the Site that is the subject of this 

assessment to document current conditions.  Haro Environmental focused on areas deemed more likely to 

exhibit hazardous materials conditions while other areas received limited attention.  No known areas were 

inaccessible at the time of our reconnaissance. 

Limitations.  Haro Environmental does not guarantee that the Site is free of hazardous or potentially 

hazardous materials or conditions, or that latent or undiscovered conditions will not become evident in the 

future.  This assessment has been prepared in accordance with currently accepted industry standards, and 

no other warranties, representations, or certifications are made.  Unless stated otherwise herein, this report 

is intended for and restricted to the sole use of SMCDD.  Any other use, interpretation, or reliance upon 

this assessment is at the sole risk of the user and Haro Environmental shall have no liability for such 

unauthorized use, interpretation or reliance. 

Qualifications of Environmental Professionals.  Mr. Elliot Haro representing Haro Environmental 

performed this ESA.  Mr. Haro is an environmental consultant who has performed over 100 ESAs for a 

variety of clients.  Mr Haro’s resume is provided in Appendix D. 

 

Reliance.  This ESA report has been prepared for the exclusive use and reliance of SMCDD.  Use or 

reliance by any other party is prohibited without the written authorization of SMCDD and Haro 

Environmental. 

 

Scope Limitations and ASTM Exceptions.  This ESA did not include any inquiries with respect to non-

scope ASTM considerations (including but not limited to asbestos containing materials, radon gas, lead-

based paint, lead in drinking water, mold, wetlands, radon, regulatory compliance, cultural and historic 
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resources, industrial hygiene, health and safety, ecological resources, endangered species, indoor air quality 

or electromagnetic fields), subsurface or other invasive assessments, business environmental risk 

evaluations or other services not particularly identified and discussed herein. 

 

Reasonable attempts were made to obtain information within the scope and time constraints set forth by the 

client; however, in some instances, information requested may not be received by the issuance date of the 

report.  In the event information obtained from sources mentioned previously alters the findings stated in 

this report, an addendum letter will be forwarded to SMCDD under separate cover providing Haro 

Environmental’s findings and conclusions.  Additional Phase I ESA limitations include: 

 

 One data gap since 1963 of greater than 5 years was identified in the historical records reviewed 

and include the years from 1986 to 1991.  This data gap is considered insignificant because the site 

use appears to be similar during the data gap. 

 

 An environmental lien search was not performed by the user or preparer of this Phase I ESA.  

Because a preliminary title report was not reviewed as part of this Phase I ESA, the significance of 

this data gap is undetermined. 
 

 A preliminary title report was not reviewed for the property.  Because an environmental lien search 

was not conducted by the user or preparer of this Phase I ESA, the significance of this data gap is 

undetermined. 

 

This report represents our service to you as of the report date and constitutes our final document; its text 

may not be altered after final issuance.  Findings in this report are based upon the Site’s current utilization, 

information derived from the most recent reconnaissance and from other activities described herein; such 

information is subject to change.  Certain indicators of the presence of hazardous substances or petroleum 

products may have been latent, inaccessible, unobservable or not present during the reconnaissance and 

may subsequently become observable (such as after site renovation or development). Further, these services 

are not to be construed as legal interpretation or advice. 

 

Certification.  I declare that, to the best of my professional knowledge and belief, I meet the definition of 

Environmental Professional as defined in §312.10 of 40 CFR Part 312.  I have the specific qualifications 

based on education, training, and experience to assess a property of the nature, history, and setting of the 

subject property.  I have developed and performed the all appropriate inquiries in conformance with the 

standards and practices set forth in 40 CFR Part 312. 
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RESEARCH DOCUMENTATION 
 



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































jruiz
Typewritten Text
COMPLETED 12/10/15 J. RUIZ

jruiz
Typewritten Text

jruiz
Stamp

jruiz
Typewritten Text
JR











jruiz
Typewritten Text
Facility was sold to Daughter.  Close all PR's and reverse fee's.  

jruiz
Typewritten Text
New owner will be invoiced.

jruiz
Typewritten Text

jodwyer
Typewritten Text
Reversed invoice 53489 JO 5/16/19

jruiz
Typewritten Text
Completed 5/20/19 J.Ruiz
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Noli Valera, EP 

 Project Manager 
 

 
 
Professional Profile  
 
Noli Valera is an experienced environmental professional and has been in the environmental consulting 
industry since 2006. His due diligence experience has included preparation of Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessments and Transactions Screen assessments, residential, commercial and industrial property 
audits, dry cleaning facility audits, and groundwater and soil sampling.  His industrial hygiene experience 
has included indoor air quality and microbial investigations, and asbestos/lead/PCB surveys and 
abatement oversight.  He has also provided client services for regulatory compliance projects, which 
include development of SPCC plans, hazardous material reports, and emergency response plans for 
various clients. 
 
Current Responsibilities 
 
Mr. Valera is currently responsible for: 

 Project Management of Phase I Environmental Site Assessments and other due diligence type 
assessments. 

 Communicating with regulatory agencies, including DTSC, Los Angeles RWQCB, and other Southern 
California regulatory agencies. 

 Client relations and training staff members. 
 
Education and Background  
 
 University of California, Berkeley 

Bachelor of Arts in Environmental Sciences, 2006 
 Loyola Marymount University 

Master of Science in Environmental Science, 2014 (expected) 
 
Certifications  

 
 OSHA 40-Hour Hazardous Waste Operations Certified 
 California Division of Occupational Safety & Health (DOSH) Certified Site Surveillance Technician 

(CA, #08-4415, 2008) 
 California Department of Public Health (DPH) Certified Lead Sampling Technician (CA, #21468) 
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	Property Location
	Rancho Harvest
	1441 South Blosser Road
	Santa Maria, CA 93458
	Lat/Lon 34.935736 / 120.454393

	Executive Summary
	Target Property
	TP - A1 - CAL MARIA ENGINES AN - 1441 SO BLOSSER RD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93454 - HIST UST, CUPA Listings...
	TP - A2 - 1X CAL MARIA ENGINES - 1441 S BLOSSER ROAD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93454 - HAZNET, HWTS...
	TP - A3 - 1X BETTERANDA FARMS - 1441 SO BOSSER RD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93456 - HAZNET, HWTS...
	TP - A4 - JESSE MANRICQUEZ - 1441 S BLOSSER RD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93454 - HAZNET, HWTS...
	TP - A5 - 1X CAL-MARIA ENGINES - 1441 S. BLOSSER ROAD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93454 - HAZNET, HWTS...
	TP - A6 - CAL MARIA ENGINES - 1441 S BLOSSER RD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93454 - HAZNET, HWTS...
	TP - A7 - CAL MARIA ENGINES &  - 1441 S BLOSSER ROAD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93454 - HWTS
	TP - A8 - CAL MARIA ENGINES - 1441 S BLOSSER - SANTA MARIA, CA 93454 - RCRA-SQG, FINDS, ECHO...

	Surrounding Sites
	RCRA-LQG
	C43 - COASTAL VALLEY FARMS - 1293 W STOWELL RD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - RCRA-LQG...

	RCRA-SQG
	B29 - WESTERN REFRIGERATIN - 1301 S BLOSSER RD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93456 - RCRA-SQG
	G54 - WILLIAMS PRODUCTS IN - 1279 W STOWELL RD UN - SANTA MARIA, CA 93454 - RCRA-SQG...

	ENVIROSTOR
	73   - LIBERTY II ELEMENTAR - STOWELL ROAD/DEPOT S - SANTA MARIA, CA 93454 - ENVIROSTOR...
	K74 - ACQUISTAPACE ELEMENT - BLOSSER ROAD/SONYA L - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - ENVIROSTOR...
	K75 - PROPOSED ACQUISTAPAC - BLOSSER ROAD/SONYA L - SANTA MARIA, CA 93454 - ENVIROSTOR...
	76   - SANTA MARIA HIGH SCH - 901 S. BROADWAY - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - ENVIROSTOR...
	L78 - WYLIE RADIO -  - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - ENVIROSTOR
	79   - SANTA BARBARA RESEAR - 2100 S BLOSSER RD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93454 - ENVIROSTOR...
	70   - ORCUTT OIL REFINERY - 1480-1550 WEST STOWE - SANTA MARIA, CA 93454 - ENVIROSTOR
	72   - WESTGATE RANCH SCHOO - WESTGATE ROAD/SONYA  - SANTA BARBARA, CA 93458 - ENVIROSTOR...

	LUST
	B23 - J.R. SIMPLOT, WESTER - 1315 BLOSSER RD S - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - LUST...

	CPS-SLIC
	F52 - OLSEN PROPERTY - FURUKAWA WAY - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - CPS-SLIC...
	H66 - MFH MORETTI PROPERTY - WEST OF BLOSSER NORT - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - CPS-SLIC...
	68   - FORMER STANDARD MORR - BLOSSER ROAD AND BAT - SANTA MARIA, CA 93455 - CPS-SLIC...
	67   - SANTA MARIA VALLEY U - BATTLES ROAD AND WES - SANTA MARIA, CA 93455 - CPS-SLIC...
	69   - HOBBS BASIN - LA BREA AVE, W AND A - SANTA MARIA, CA 93455 - CPS-SLIC...
	71   - SMVRR DIESEL SPILL - 802 HANSON WAY - SANTA MARIA, CA 93455 - CPS-SLIC...

	UST
	H55 - NAPHT, INC - 1600 S. BLOSSER ROAD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - UST

	AST
	I58 - AHERN RENTALS, INC. - 1105 S. BLOSSER ROAD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - AST

	CERS HAZ WASTE
	A13 - RANCHO HARVEST - 1429 S BLOSSER RD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - CERS HAZ WASTE...
	B21 - SUNRISE GROWERS, INC - 1333 S BLOSSER RD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - CERS HAZ WASTE...
	C31 - INDUSTRIAL & AUTOMOT - 1225 W STOWELL RD UN - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - CERS HAZ WASTE...
	D37 - CALIBER COLLISION CE - 1213 S BLOSSER RD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - CERS HAZ WASTE...
	D47 - EAST BAY CLARKLIFT D - 1205 S BLOSSER RD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - CERS HAZ WASTE...
	F49 - ACCURATE FLO & MOTIO - 1226 FURUKAWA WAY - SANTA MARIA, CA 93454 - CERS HAZ WASTE...
	I57 - AHERN RENTALS, INC. - 1105 S. BLOSSER ROAD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - CERS HAZ WASTE...
	E35 - LINEAGE LOGISTICS - 1349 LA BREA AVE. - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - CERS HAZ WASTE...
	E38 - TITAN FROZEN FRUIT - 1365 LA BREA AVE - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - CERS HAZ WASTE...
	C39 - SURE FRESH PRODUCE I - 1302 W STOWELL RD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93454 - CERS HAZ WASTE...
	C42 - BROTHERS BEST PRODUC - 1293 W STOWELL RD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - CERS HAZ WASTE...
	J61 - VALLEY CENTRAL COOLI - 1317 W STOWELL RD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - CERS HAZ WASTE...

	HIST UST
	A18 - VIKER TRACTOR CO INC - 1429 S BLOSSER RD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93454 - HIST UST
	D32 - THE FEED BIN - 1217 S BLOSSER - SANTA MARIA, CA 93454 - HIST UST
	D33 - JAMES F MCKONE - 1218 SO BLOSSER ROAD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93454 - HIST UST
	D45 - GRAY LIFT INC - 1205 S BLOSSER RD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93454 - HIST UST...
	F50 - REEF DEVELOPMENT OF  - 1226 FURUKAWA WAY - SANTA MARIA, CA 93454 - HIST UST...

	CERS TANKS
	I57 - AHERN RENTALS, INC. - 1105 S. BLOSSER ROAD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - CERS TANKS...

	RCRA NonGen / NLR
	A9 - RANCHO NUEVO HARVEST - 1429 S BLOSSER RD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93455 - RCRA NonGen / NLR
	A14 - RANCHO HARVEST - 1429 S BLOSSER RD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - RCRA NonGen / NLR
	B20 - YALE/CHASE EQUIPMENT - 1333 S BLOSSER RD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93454 - RCRA NonGen / NLR
	B24 - TERMINAL FREEZERS, L - 1315 S. BLOSSER RD. - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - RCRA NonGen / NLR
	B25 - FROZSUN FOODS INC - 1315 W BLOSSER RD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93454 - RCRA NonGen / NLR
	B26 - TERMINAL FREEZERS, L - 1315 S. BLOSSER RD. - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - RCRA NonGen / NLR
	30   - BABE FARMS INC - 1501 BLOSSER - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - RCRA NonGen / NLR
	D36 - CALIBER COLLISION CE - 1213 S BLOSSER RD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - RCRA NonGen / NLR
	D46 - EAST BAY CLARKLIFT D - 1205 S BLOSSER RD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - RCRA NonGen / NLR
	F48 - M&W PUMPS INC - 1226 FURUKAWA WAY - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - RCRA NonGen / NLR
	F51 - ACCURATE FLO & MOTIO - 1226 FURUKAWA WAY - SANTA MARIA, CA 93454 - RCRA NonGen / NLR
	I60 - AHERN RENTALS INC - 1105 S BLOSSER RD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - RCRA NonGen / NLR
	65   - LUIS VENCES - 1039 WEST LIBERTY ST - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - RCRA NonGen / NLR
	C40 - SURE FRESH PRODUCE I - 1302 W STOWELL RD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93454 - RCRA NonGen / NLR
	C44 - BROTHERS BEST PRODUC - 1293 W STOWELL RD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - RCRA NonGen / NLR
	J62 - VALLEY CENTRAL COOLI - 1317 W STOWELL RD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - RCRA NonGen / NLR
	J64 - VALLEY CENTRAL COOLI - 1317 W STOWELL RD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - RCRA NonGen / NLR

	FUDS
	L77 - WYLIE RADIO STATION -  - SANTA MARIA, CA  - FUDS

	FINDS
	A11 - RANCHO HARVEST - 1429 S BLOSSER RD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - FINDS...
	A17 - RANCHO NUEVO HARVEST - 1429 S BLOSSER RD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93455 - FINDS...

	ECHO
	A11 - RANCHO HARVEST - 1429 S BLOSSER RD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93458 - ECHO...
	A17 - RANCHO NUEVO HARVEST - 1429 S BLOSSER RD - SANTA MARIA, CA 93455 - ECHO...
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